FROM DEFENSE TO OFFENSE
Advancing the Kingdom
Primary Texts - Matthew 16:13–19
What is the difference between defense and offense? Anybody who has played sports understands the difference. Defense is about stopping. Defense is about protecting. Defense is about resisting the other team's attack. When you're on defense, you're reacting to what the other team is doing. But offense is different. Offense is about advancing. Offense is about moving forward. Offense is about creating opportunities. Offense is about putting pressure on the other side. As a church we have been accustomed to playing spiritual defense without thinking about being spiritually offensive minded at times.  Through the spirit we’ve learned how to defend our faith.  Some through the spirit have learned how to identify false teaching.  Some through the spirit have learned how to recognize the enemy. Some through the spirit have learned how to protect themselves from temptation. Some through the spirit have learned how to stand during trials and tribulation, and for that we should thank God. Thank Him for maturing us in these areas of our spiritual walk. Because the Bible tells us in Ephesians 6:11-13 (Eph 6:11) Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. (Eph 6:12)  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (Eph 6:13)  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Standing is necessary in our spiritual walk, defense is necessary in our walk, but also is advancing!  Our spiritual walk is not all about what we are standing against but also what we are standing and fighting for.  It’s not just about what we are resisting, its about what you are advancing.  Its not just about keeping the enemy out but its about bringing the presence of God into places where He is not being represented. We must move FORWARD!!!  Now the enemy is not going to let you advance the kingdom of God without a fight.  The battle is real. But we aren’t fighting with knives, guns, and bombs.  This is a spiritual battle.  There are spiritual forces at work. So before I move another further let me be perfectly clear, we need defense! We must be filled with the Holy Ghost.   I didn’t say all that for you to think that a defensive stance is not important. In fact in sports, one way the offense can take the field is that a defensive stand had to take place. Just like in the spiritual, once we have stood against the enemies attacks through the power of God we now are on the offensive side of things.  Testifying about how you were able through the grace of God to make it. If it had not been for the Lord. There is an enemy, there is temptation, there is deception, there is opposition and the Word says we need to put on the whole armor of God.  Why?  Because you are going to be attacked. Somebody knows what it feels like to be attacked.  Attacked in your mind, attacked in your family, you’ve been attacked in your emotions, you’ve been attacked in your faith, we’ve had moments when you have said Lord, how am I going to get through this?  And then Christ gives you enough grace as Ephesians 6 says, to STAND.  He reminds you that without him it’s impossible but with Him all things are possible. It is by His grace that whatever you thought was the worst didn’t destroy you. And even what you thought was the worst in thinking back you realize that it could have been even worse.  To be perfectly honest looking back at that worst, it made you stronger. The Lord didn’t say that when we joined His team that we wouldn’t face adversity, trials, and pain.  But He did say in John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  The armor that Christ gives us isnt so we can sit down, he didn’t give us this armor so we can admire it, the armor prepares us for battle. Am I equipped for battle? And Christ didn’t save you and fill you with the Holy Ghost just so you can survive the attack.  He saved you to advance His Kingdom! You survived the attack to advance the kingdom.  Let’s go to Matthew 16. 
(Mat 16:13)  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? (Mat 16:14)  And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. (Mat 16:15)  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? (Mat 16:16)  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. (Mat 16:17)  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. (Mat 16:18)  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. (Mat 16:19)  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  (Mat 16:20)  Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.
Jesus asks His disciples, whom do men say that I the Son of man am? They gave different answers, some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, some say Jeremiah, some say one of the prophets. Then Jesus asks the the most important question, but whom say ye who I am? In other words, forget what everyone else is saying who do you say that I am? This is a question for all to answer, and we answer this question everyday by what we believe and do. If we really believe Jesus is who He says He is, it will affect the way that we live. Peter then answers, thou art the Christ, the son of the living God. After Peter’s answer Jesus responds,  Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona and then Jesus makes a declaration in verse 18, Jesus says, “Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Now I want to notice something, Jesus didn’t say that the church would hide from the gates of hell, Jesus didn’t say that the church would run from the gates of hell. He said the gates of hell shall not prevail against it!  Gates don’t normally attack anyone. Gates are defensive. Gates protect territory. Gates keep people out.   A gate says you can’t come in here!   See, with that statement Jesus is showing us a church that is advancing. A church that is moving. A church that is expanding. A church that is taking ground and claiming territory.  Not a church that has checked off the religious box of going to service Sunday after Sunday and not making an impact wherever they go.  Not a church that is blending in with the saints and blending in with the world.  But a church that is carrying the gospel living the gospel every day.  A church that is bringing light to darkness.  A church that is walking into places where people have lost hope and saying, there is still a Savior. A church that walks into broken families and says and believes, God can restore.  A church that talks to the addict and says and believes, Jesus can deliver, a church that sees a hopeless situation with their natural eyes, but with their spiritual eyes they are saying  and believing there is hope in Christ.  That is an advancing church!   A church that says, Remember the question that Jesus asked Peter, who do you say that I am!  Who is Christ to you?  A church that says what (Psa 23:4) Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. A church that lives what 1 John 4:4 says, greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.  Upon this rock I will build my church. 
Before you can advance the kingdom you have to understand who you are. You have been called!    Romans 1:6 says,  Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ, verse 7 says called to be saints. First Corinthians 1:2 says believers are called to be saints.  Your calling did not begin when you got a title.  The calling began when God called you to Himself, in relationship.  Before Christ called you to do anything, first He called you to know Him.  He called us into relationship. Before we were called into ministry, we were first called into salvation. There are some people working in a title without a relationship.  After salvation we must realize that we must follow Christ.  And following Christ requires movement.   We can’t follow Christ and remain where we are.  We all have an assignment.  He called us to testify, he called us to encourage, he called some to teach, he called all to serve.  
Please know if you are the called then you have been given kingdom authority. None of this takes place without the spirit of God. 
Matthew 16:19 says and I will give unto the keys of the kingdom of heaven.   He will give us the keys!   What does a key do?  A key gives access.  A key opens something.  A key gives authorized entry.  If someone gave you the keys to their house, they are not just giving you a small piece of metal.  They are giving you access. This is saying you have permission to enter.  Jesus said I will give you the keys of the kingdom.  In other words, I am giving you kingdom responsibility, I am giving you kingdom access.  We don’t have authority because we are somebody we have authority because who Jesus is.  The keys represent the authority of God. This is only activated by the spirit of God.  Since we have access through the spirit of God we have been charged to advance the kingdom of God.   Because we have been charged we must remember that we no longer represent ourselves. We represent Christ.  So at our jobs we represent Christ, when we are talking to our family, we represent Christ, in our communities, we represent Christ, when somebody is getting on our last nerve, yes even in that moment we still represent Christ. We have to realize that simply acknowledging Jesus verbally isn't the same thing as living under His authority.  Living under the authority of Christ is abiding my His word in every instance of our lives. 
(Mat 16:19)  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
The power for binding and loosing is something that the Jewish rabbis of that day used. They bound or loosed an individual in the application of a particular point of the law. Jesus promises that Peter and the other apostles they would be able to set the boundaries authoritatively for the New Covenant. This was the authority given to the apostles and prophets to build a foundation.  The same authority that Jesus spoke about with Peter has been given to the people of God to advance the kingdom. 
