The Necessity of a Response
Min. Dr. Tyler J. Harvey
September 18, 2026
Acts 2: 36-42 (King James Version)

36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.






















The Necessity of a Response

Tonight, I want to discuss with you a key word in the text, a response. Many have given a reaction, at times when they should have given a response. A response is needed today instead of a reaction. There are many reactions, but not enough responses. Our political world has caused reactions from some, fearful of what one party is doing, resistance to trust in leaders. Our medical aspect, has caused some reaction, anxiety caused by recent diagnosis, fear of being able to pay insurance hikes. Our agriculture and food has caused reactions, food prices are going up, gas prices are getting higher, causing a sea of reactions. A reaction is defined as a emotional, low control, often regretful measure of reaching a solution. A response however is intentional and carefully considered. How many of us can say we have had some moments in which we reacted, instead of responding. Preacher included. 

In our text tonight, we will see that there was an appeal and a response made. We see in this very familiar passage of scripture that Peter had spoke the word to the men and their lives were transformed. How many know that in today’s time and the current trajectory or direction in the world today, we must have a response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and that we must compel or witness Christ to others. A response to the Gospel is necessary because it is through the Gospel of Jesus Christ that lives are transformed, that people change, and that the Kingdom of God is in fact advanced.

I want to share three points of application with you this evening that show us the importance of responding to the Gospel.

1. We must respond to the Gospel immediately and do not ignore the signs.

To set the scene for Acts Chapter 2, we see the day of Pentecost had come and there was a spirit that had hit the room of 120 individuals with mighty rushing wind and they had each spoken in their own tongue. When the men had left the room, there was a crowd around them that was amazed because they wondered, what did it mean? And there were some who mocked the crowd and said they were a bunch of drunks. You see how there were two different reactions to a glorious event of God. There was one side of the crowd who were marveled at the fact that something happened, they didn’t know what it meant and the other side who chucked it to they were just drunk with new wine.

Isn’t this like some today, who when they do not understand something, they immediately judge it or make their own assumptions about it. The crowd had mixed responses and then this is where Peter has come in. 

Peter from verses 14-35 gives them a glimpse of their actions and lets the people know, it was them who did not understand, it was them who made their assumptions that caused Jesus to die on the cross. However, it was in his resurrection, his rising up from death, that has given them another opportunity to receive him. The same pleading is occurring today to those that will receive him, the Lord is saying come onto me. I have given and presented to you a better way, but yet, there is a delay in the call and the attentiveness to Gods call. The crowd that had the mixed assumptions caused Peter to boldly stand up to show the people, they have seen his Goodness, they had seen his miracles, they had seen him do many great things and he is providing them an invitation to no longer become spectators, mockers, and judgers of it, but to now become willing participants in witnessing of this great work. 

The key scripture in this lesson is verse 37, when the people heard the word, their hearts were pierced by the truth. Some other translations will read like this, their hearts were cut. This is key to the whole point of the text, as there was an active response. The people went from a place of reactions to the spirit of God to now molding to their response to the word. They had experienced a deep, spiritual conviction. In other words, they were shown and felt guilt for what they had done. There was an inward wounding of their thinking and belief system. The truth had broken through resistance. The gospel had broken through the heart of man. 

This same scene in this verse, the gospel has the same power to do that today. It has the same power to cut at the root and to transform and to dig around the heart of man. Weeks ago, I had preached a message “He’s looking for Fruit” in which we discussed why a gardener must dig ground harden soil. This was because the hardened soil will compact or stack or layer with other ground, meaning that it makes it harder for any type of watering and nutrients to get down into the plant. Spiritually, a hardened heart is often difficult to penetrate to pour into because of the layers that surround it; the fears, the anger, the hurt, the rejection. However, the word of God has the power to penetrate, the power to cut through, and the power to dig around any hardened place. 

Peter here is making a powerful stance. Peter recognized the crowd had mixed reactions and confusion. This is why he had to use this moment to call the people out, to make them understand. Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. This was a different type of cutting than any other. This type of cutting is more impactful than a physical cut. When Jesus was arrested, it was Peter who cut the ear off of one of the officers. When Jesus cleaned it up, this showed Peter in the flesh what he could do with human power.

However when Jesus changed Peter’s heart, he did some more effective cutting. Through Peters powerful teaching, he demonstrated a cut that was made so that their hearts were not just left open. It was an opportunity to present Christ, to be filled. This showed that Peter had a more defined, a more swift, and effective cut when he was used in the spirit of God. 

This shows us today that we must be an effective witness for Christ, even when the scenery, or the timing is uncomfortable.  We must not be performative believers, but demonstrative believers. Without demonstration, people are only left to see performance. This is why some think that it is in a dance because they shouted real good. They think it is in a song because the musician played real good, the person sang real good. However, the glory of God should be the focus. The glory of God should be what is shown and what is on display. It is the glory of the God that breaks chains, it is the glory of God that destroys yokes, it is the glory of God that causes changed minds. It is not in the clout chasing society of todays times, but it is in the glory chasing needed for us to see the signs. When they saw the signs, they responded. 

Many people today see God’s goodness, His protection, His conviction, and His truth — but still delay responding. This lesson teaches us that delayed obedience is still disobedience. When God pricks your heart, respond while He is drawing you. If God is speaking, don’t wait for a “better time.” The right time is the moment He calls.

2. We must allow the Holy Ghost to move us from a place of conviction to a place of transformation.

In the next verse of the text, the men who had just been convicted of their wrong then turn back to Peter and the men and asked a question of what must I do? By definition, conviction means to convince or prove guilt. It is the first stage of repentance when the evil nature of sin has been brough home to the person. In other words, when the moment “hit close to home”. Conviction is the place where the Holy Spirit calls out a wrong. It is the place where the Holy Spirit reveals sin, error, or misalignment with the will of God. Conviction involves exposure, or calling out the sins of man. Conviction involves awareness, or a level of consciousness that sin was done. Conviction finally involves an invitation, or a direction to move in a different direction. Conviction is not the place to continuously stay in, but it will open the door to transformation. Conviction is a starting place. It is the first part, but not the last part.

Transformation however is a little different. Transformation is the work of the Holy Spirit to change the believers inner nature, character, and conduct. Transformation calls for us to be renewed by our mind (Romans 12:2), and a new creature (2nd Corinthians 5:17). Transformation is what allows the spirit to develop our character, we don’t want to act the same way, we don’t want to do the same thing, we come out wanting to be new. Transformation is not an overnight thing. It is something that happens over time, it is a lifelong process. Transformation requires a surrender of past life, past desires, and to grow into the things God has called us into. 

Peter acknowledges the responses of the people in moving from the place of being wrong to a place of wanting to do and ask them the transformative question “What must we do?”. Peter states for the people to be converted, they must first repent or turn from their sin. They must do an active turning which means I am doing a decisive turn not a wavery turn. Any man who takes to the plow and looks back is unfit for the kingdom of God. We must turn towards God in all things. We cant turn towards God without turning from what he is against. Repentance says that there is a better way, there is hope, it is possible. 

The second part of this conversion is that of baptism, which is a public demonstration of faith and it is symbolic of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. For them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ was an expression of their belief and complete trust in Him. Baptism made a clear statement. In that day, Jews were not commonly baptized, only Gentiles who wanted to become Jews. For these Jewish men and women to be baptized showed just how strongly they felt they needed Jesus.

Finally, they must receive the gift of the holy ghost. This gift was promised to those who believe and would act as a sealing of their conversion, empowering the believers for a life of faith. Holy Ghost (Holy Spirit) is God’s Spirit living in you, helping you become who God created you to be. You need the Holy Ghost because you cannot live a holy, victorious, Christ‑centered life by your own strength,

The people who were mocking and judging this miraculous moment now have become participants in the thing they were mocking. The thing about it is that there is opportunity the more today for repentance, baptism, and receiving the holy ghost. This word is still alive and active and still can move, and penetrate. The word still has the opportunity, authority, and power to come off of the pages into the hearts of man. It can still cut through the heart and the regulation of religious patterns so that the love of God can be brought in. This is why we must move from a place of conviction to a place of transformation. There are individuals who will say “You know what, this word cut me deep”, but will still go back to the very thing that God is trying to remove from them. “This word was on time for me”, but still will not act on it. 

Conviction without transformation will cause continual guilt and shame that can lead to condemnation when the gospel in Romans 8:1 reminds that there is therefore no more condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, to those who no longer walk after the flesh, but after the spirit. We must be transformed.

Conviction is incomplete without obedience. We must walk in what we have heard. Many people stay at a place of conviction because it was an emotional moment, and it stayed there. James 1:22 tells us that we must be a hearer and a doer. So this tells me I cant just say it with my lips, but I must walk it out in my heart.

Constant conviction without transformation will stagnate spiritual maturity. There are some who live well in the victim game. There are also some who become comfortable in not growing. As believers, it should be our constant goal to spiritually grow. 

Transformation is the result of true discipleship. It is by their fruit that you will know them.  Conviction is a doorway, Transformation is the destination. Conviction is the diagnosis,   Transformation is the healing. Conviction is the call, Transformation is the answer. We must allow the Holy Spirit through repentance, turning away from sin and submission, surrendering all over to him, turn us from a place of conviction, to transformation. 

3. We must live as the Evidence of  the Response.

It is after the pricking, piercing of the heart that the men that they would be given the instruction to repent, be baptized, and receive the Holy Ghost that the men received the word given onto them. On this day, 3 thousand souls were added to the kingdom. The kingdom from this very day was advanced. They were further instructed to continue steadfastly in doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayer. Might I suggest that in the present church, there is a counterfeit, rearranged, modified gospel being taught in the church. Many have fell privy to this prosperity gospel, the idea that the God is going to bless with houses, cars, and money. Many have fell privy to this emotionalism gospel, the idea that God is moved and driven by emotional moments. Can I suggest, that any gospel that takes you away from Christ being the center, from the belief that Christ lived, died, and rose again so that we can have a right to the tree of life, that God has redeemed man back onto him so that we can be saved, is in fact a modified gospel. Peter stood flatfooted and presented this crowd with their claims and it must be some willing to stick to the gospel of Jesus Christ regardless of how much modification society wants to make to it. 

To have evidence means have  the available body of facts or information indicating whether a belief or proposition is true or valid: In other words, there must be some substance to back my claim, not just my word, but there must be something to match my claim. The new Church was told to stay steadfast in the doctrine of Christ, in other words, stick to the teaching they were given. They were to be steadfast in the fellowship, continue to come together. They were to be steadfast in the breaking of bread, always taking this moment to remember what Christ has done and they were to stay steadfast in prayer, in other words, they were to stay continuing to seek God for direction. Unfortunately in much of the church today, we see soo much straying away from the truth of God, relying on others, relying on status, relying on clout, relying on popularity, relying on fads and trends. No need to worry, there is a strategy of the Kingdom that will be fulfilled. Everything that is done in the lives of the believers, every word, every deed, and action should be to make God known and to shine the light on Christ, who is the light of the world.

So as we continue on in our walk with Christ, let us remember to continue to live as the evidence that God is still transforming, the evidence that God is still able, the evidence that God is still reaching. This is determined by our response to situations that are occurring and not our reaction. This is why whenever situations occur, people often seek the Church perspective on the problem. The community often looks for the Church to respond in the midst of crisis. So what type of response are we going to give? 

We must give a response that 
· Is obedience rooted in faith- As God says, we must obey. A biblical response is tied in movement, not just acknowledgement
· Hearing leads to doing- we must not just hear the word of God, but we must do the word of God
· Turns to God for dependence- seek God for all things, trust God for all things.
· Receives, believes, and follows- John 1:12 teaches us to receive God, believe in him, and follow him in all things. 

When life’s situations come, let us look to some who gave a response to God with some evidence.
· I am reminded of the women at the well, whom society had casted off to the side, who society had determine was not good enough. Whom through her encounter with God responded with come and see a man.
· I am reminded of the woman who had a little bit of mill and oil and was going to make a cake for her and her son and die. Whom through trusting and obedience, had mill and oil overflowing
· I am reminded of the blind Bartimaeus, who screamed when the people told him to be quiet. Through the knowing and believing in God was healed of his sight that day.
· I am reminded of some who had cancer and because of their dependence in God, no spot of cancer can be found in their body.
· I am reminded of some who had some near death experience, but because they knew about heavenly father was a shield of protection, God snatched them out and gave them another chance.
· I am reminded of each of us in this room today, who some form of adversity, test, or trial has come your way, but because you had a flashback moment, because you had a moment to reconcile, because you remember your history, because you remembered that time when, you say When I think about the goodness of Jesus and all he has been to me. My very soul says Hallelujah, thank you Jesus. 

Whats in a response, the response to the Gospel is the plan for salvation. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son so that whosoever believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”. You got to believe in this very fact here. 

Whats in a response, the response to the Gospel is not a suggestion, but  a commandment. Delayed obedience is still disobedience. Mark 1:15 tell us to repent and believe in the Gospel. 

Whats in a response, we must choose ye this day because neutrality is impossible. We cannot, we cannot, we cannot play the middle, we must pick a side. 

Last night, we discussed a citizen and how a citizen must have a passport to show they are a true citizen. Spiritually, it is the Holy Ghost that shows our true identity. To not have the evidence of citizenship but claim citizenship is called false claim to US Citizenship. To claim to be a US Citizen but you have not have the evidence is punishable by having a lifetime ban that is unwaivable. Do not get caught up in trying to claim to be a kingdom citizen and you don’t have no evidence, you don’t have no proof. This is the issue of professing Christ, but not possessing him. It can be said with their lips, but yet there is no fruit. Last time I taught “He’s looking for fruit” the Lord is looking beyond the pretty leaves on the tree. Many believers have some pretty leaves on their tree; they attend church, they have every bible app known to man, they wear the cross but when it comes down to inspecting the tree, no fruit is to be found.

Sunday Morning, Prophet Turner preached the message “God Keeps his Promises”. Wednesday Night, Minister Kenneth preached the message “Advancing the Kingdom of God”. Last night, Apostle Kim preached the message “A Kingdom Response” and tonight, we are hearing  “The Necessity of a Response”. To loop all of this weeks teaching in one thought for the Church

“It is necessary for the church to have a Kingdom Response in order to Advance the Kingdom of God because God keeps his promises” 

As I prepare to take my seat, it is my prayer that in this message, we heard and saw why it is essential for a response of the Gospel to occur. 

When Peter finished preaching, Scripture says the people were “pierced in their hearts.” That piercing wasn’t condemnation—it was conviction. It was the moment when truth finally broke through every barrier, every excuse, every layer of self‑protection. And in that moment, they asked the only question that matters when the gospel confronts us: “What shall we do?”

Peter didn’t hesitate. He didn’t complicate it. He didn’t add human requirements. He simply declared the pathway God Himself laid out: Repent. Turn toward Jesus. Be baptized. Receive forgiveness. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

That same invitation stands in this room today. The gospel still pierces hearts. The Spirit still draws. Forgiveness is still available. And the promise is still for you, your children, and all who are far off.

So as we close, I want to speak directly to the one whose heart is stirring. If you feel that holy piercing—don’t ignore it. Don’t silence it. Don’t push it away. That is God calling you into His plan, His forgiveness, His family, His Spirit‑filled life.

And for the believer who has already responded, this text reminds us that the gospel demands more than a moment—it calls us into a devoted life. A life shaped by the apostles’ teaching, strengthened through fellowship, anchored in prayer, and lived in community.

Tonight, let the Word do what it did on the day of Pentecost. Let it pierce. Let it convict. Let it call. Let it transform.
Because when God pierces the heart, He is preparing it for a brand‑new beginning. The Necessity of a Response. 
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